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Before the
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Amendment of Part 90 of the PR Docket No. 93-61

Commission’s Rules to Adopt CEIVE D

Regulations for Automatic Vehicle :

Monitoring Systems UL 29 1993
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS -

To: The Commission OFFICE OF THE SECF?E%‘OAw’ssm

REPLY COMMENTS OF ITRON, INC.

Itron, Inc. ("Ifron") hereby submits the following reply comments with
respect to the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking ("Notice") in the above-captioned
proceeding. Itron is the worldwide leader in providing RF-based, automatic meter
reading (“AMR") systems for use by gas, electric, and water utilities.

The weight of the comments filed in this proceeding demonstrates that the
proposed expansion of wideband Location and Monitoring Service ("LMS") systems
across the entire 902-928 MHz band would be contrary to the public interest. Of the
eighty-six comments submitted, over 75% oppose the allocation of 8 MHz in the 902-
928 MHz band for use by the North American Teletrac and Location Technologies,
Inc. ("Teletrac”) system. Of the fourteen filing comments in support of the Notice,
the vast majority suggest significant changes to the proposed rules.

The inescapable conclusion is that the proposed shared use of the 902-928
MHz band by wideband LMS and the existing unlicensed users of the band is
technically unworkable.

L WIDEBAND LMS IS TECHNICALLY INCOMPATIBLE WITH EXISTING TECHNOLOGIES.
Virtually all parties recognized that technical incompatibilities preclude the

coexistence of unlicensed, Part 15 users and wideband LMS systems. As Itron and
other Part 15 users emphasized, Teletrac’s AVM system is notoriously susceptible to
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interference.! That, and the high power of the Teletrac system's forward links, will
make it virtually impossible to operate unlicensed system receivers in the band.?

Given the large number of unlicensed users in this band, if the Notice were
adopted, interference in the 902-928 MHz band would be inevitable and intolerable
and, because Teletrac would have priority over unlicensed Part 15 devices, the
proposed rules have the effect of excluding such devices from the 902-928 MHz

band.

Teletrac attempted to dismiss these concerns simply by denying that wideband
AVM would be incompatible with Part 15 devices.3 Teletrac has offered no factual
support for its position. Indeed, the only evidence offered in this proceeding
supports a conclusion that there is great potential for interference.4

IL THE SUBSTANTIAL INVESTMENT IN EXISTING PART 15 TECHNOLOGIES WOULD BE
LOST IF THE NOTICE WERE ADOPTED.

The comments in this proceeding make clear that many millions of dollars
have been invested by manufacturers and the public in the unlicensed, low power
technologies currently making use of the 902-928 MHz band.> This substantial
investment would be lost if the Commission were to adopt the proposal set out in

the Notice.

1 See inter alia Comments of Alarm Industry Communications Committee (* AICC”) at 6; and Comments
of the Telecommunications Industry Association at 2-4.

2 See inter alia Comments of Itron at 6; and Comments of the Part 15 Coalition at 11.

3 See Comments of Teletrac at n. 13.

4 As Itron noted in its initial comments, while installing a meter reading system in a major
metropolitan area, Itron became aware of another company's Part 15 device that was interfering with
the Teletrac system miles away. As well as showing how easy it is for a Part 15 device to interfere
with the Teletrac system, the issue of noise susceptibility of the Teletrac system is raised again since
the interference occurred with several miles of separation between the Teletrac receiver site and
interfering signal. Clearly Teletrac is aware of this particular incident and countless more like it- its
dismissal of the potential for interference should the proposed rules be adopted seems disingenuous at
best. See Comments of Itron at n. 6.

5 See inter alia Comments of AICC at 4; Comments of Clinicom; and Comments of the Consumer
Electronics Section of the Electronics Industries Association at 7.









